PRISON DISCIPLINE.

SOME instances of excessive flogging in the Madras jails
having come to the notice of the Government, the following
Minute was written by Lord Hobart. Corporal punishment
was deliberately abolished by the Indian Penal Code, which
took effect in 1860. In 1864 it was found necessary to
authorise its infliction in certain cases: 1st, in lieu of im-
prisonment ; 2nd, in addition thereto, on a second convic-
tion. It was provided that, if the instrument used was a
cat-o'-nine-tails, 150 lashes should be the maximum; if a
ratan, 30 strokes, one stroke with the ratan being counted
as equal in severity to five with the cat. The Madras
Government directed the adoption of the last-named instru-
ment, and enacted that 150 lashes should be the maximum
awardable by superintendents of jails for offences committed
against prison discipline. On the last revision of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (1882), the same Government pro-
posed that corporal punishment should be limited to 60
lashes with the cat in all cases; they wished the use of the
ratan to be prohibited, pointing out that, as far back as
1828, it was discovered that it was very unequal in its effects,
often occasioning serious injury far beyond the intention of
the law; further that, applied as the ratan must be, not to
the shoulders or back, but to the nates, its use is disgusting
and indecent in the case of all but very juvenile offenders.
These views, however, did not prevail; corporal punishment
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